
 

 

Daily evidence digest 28 April 2020 

Diabetes, kidney transplants, opioid dependence, COVIDSafe 

Peer reviewed journals feature: 

 The MJA released two papers; one outlining clinical features and differences between acute 

respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) from COVID-19 and other causes here; and the second 

discussing the impact of social distancing on the delivery of type 1 and type 2 diabetes care, 

and education via telehealth here 

 Point prevalence surveys for COVID-19 in an aged care facility which found widespread 
transmission and pre-symptomatic infections here 

 An analysis of data on deaths from causes other than COVID-19 in the UK here 

 Comparisons of tracheostomy guidelines here; and ventilator triage policies in the US here 

 A case study on ECMO for COVID-19 patients here 

 A commentary discussing ethical considerations of the duty to care and physician safety here 

 A randomised clinical trial looking at the effect of doses of chloroquine as adjunctive therapy for 
hospitalised COVID-19 here  

 Two modelling studies, one investigating minimum viable group testing for COVID-19 samples 
using different prevalence rates here and mathematical modelling of infectious dynamics here 

 A large survey in Hubei, China investigating mental health of children during lockdown here  
Letters on: 

 Outcomes in a group of kidney transplant recipients in the US here 

 A real-time clinical trial dashboard here 
 

Reviews: 

The Centre for Evidence Based Medicine uploaded a summary of global case-fatality rates here; a 
review on volunteering here, and a review on the BCG vaccine for COVID-19 here  

The Ada Lovelace Institute in the UK produced a rapid evidence review on using technology to 
transition from the COVID-19 crisis here 
 
Guidance 

 Joint interim guidance from Australian national bodies for the delivery of medication assisted 
treatment of opioid dependence in response to COVID-19 here 

 Statements from the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) on 
recommencement of kidney transplantation and elective surgery; and schools  here 

 CDC released the ‘COVID-19Surge’- a spreadsheet based tool that helps estimate surge in 

demand for hospitals here and an update on alternate care sites here 

 The US National Institutes for Health released treatment guidelines here 

 Staged and triaged approach to elective orthopaedic surgery from the Australian Orthopaedic 

Association here 

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/covid-19-ards-clinical-features-and-differences-usual-pre-covid-ards
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/challenges-diabetes-management-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2008457
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1607
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/hed.26192
https://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/2765364/ventilator-triage-policies-during-covid-19-pandemic-u-s-hospitals
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32333431/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/canadian-journal-of-emergency-medicine/article/ethical-considerations-of-the-duty-to-care-and-physician-safety-in-the-covid19-pandemic/54027F8895DC73BCAE6B236A0601ECFE
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2765270
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32330297/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960077920302289?via%3Dihub
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2765196
https://www.nejm.org.acs.hcn.com.au/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2011117
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30086-8/fulltext#%20
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/global-covid-19-case-fatality-rates/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/volunteering-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-what-are-the-potential-benefits-to-peoples-well-being/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/does-bcg-vaccination-protect-against-acute-respiratory-infections-and-covid-19-a-rapid-review-of-current-evidence/
https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Ada-Lovelace-Institute-Rapid-Evidence-Review-Exit-through-the-App-Store-April-2020-1.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/covid-19/interim-guidance-delivery-of-medication-assisted-treatment-of-opiod-dependence-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=e36eeb1a_4
https://www.health.gov.au/news/australian-health-protection-principal-committee-ahppc-coronavirus-covid-19-statements-on-24-april-2020
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/COVIDSurge.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/alternative-care-sites.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/alternative-care-sites.html
https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/
https://umbraco.surgeons.org/media/5256/aoa-elective-surgery-covid-position-statment_23april2020.pdf
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Media releases/Public notices: 

 Scientific brief from WHO argues there is not enough evidence for ‘immunity passports’ here 

 The Australian Government released COVIDSafe: an app to slow the spread of coronavirus 

here 

 The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP) released a telehealth 

information sheet for patients here 

 From Therapeutic Goods Australia, Pete Evans’ company fined for alleged COVID-19 

advertising breaches here 

 News article discusses mechanical ventilator use and interviews medical professionals across 

several countries here 

Twitter activity 

Twitter 

Patient experience, contact tracing, vaccine trial and a caution in policy change on facemasks: 

 International patient experience week has commenced and activity from @BerylInstitute virtual 
conference can be tracked through #PX2020 

 An appeal for caution in policy on face masks for the public by @Graham_P_Martin here 

 Increased twitter activity with the COVIDSafe app being launched in Australia here and contact 
tracing through @bmj_latest here and @nature here internationally 

 Researchers from @UniofOxford have begun testing a vaccine in human volunteers here 
 

 

https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/immunity-passports-in-the-context-of-covid-19
https://www.health.gov.au/news/covidsafe-new-app-released-today-to-slow-the-spread-of-coronavirus
https://www.racgp.org.au/FSDEDEV/media/documents/Advertising/Phone-and-video-consultations-with-your-regular-GP-Information-for-patients-FINAL.pdf
https://www.tga.gov.au/media-release/pete-evans-company-fined-alleged-covid-19-advertising-breaches
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-ventilators-specia/special-report-as-virus-advances-doctors-rethink-rush-to-ventilate-idUSKCN2251PE?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=e299e2674e-briefing-dy-20200424&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-e299e2674e-45161230
https://www.dora.dmu.ac.uk/bitstream/handle/2086/19526/Face%20masks%20caution%20in%20policy_v1_2020-04-22%20%28with%20disclaimers%29.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covidsafe-app
https://twitter.com/bmj_latest/status/1254379865966555137
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01218-7?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=organic&utm_campaign=NGMT_USG_JC01_GL_Nature
https://oxfordbrc.nihr.ac.uk/oxford-covid-19-vaccine-begins-human-trial-stage/

